
Tomato Culture Tips & Tricks 

281 St. Andrews Drive, Mankato MN 56001 

drummersgardencenter.com     507-388-4877           

There’s not much better than harvesting and enjoying a beautiful crop of tomatoes. Howev-
er, there can be several barriers to reaching that goal. Here, we highlight the best tech-
niques and major pitfalls for successfully growing tomatoes. The following tips and guide-
lines will help you succeed with product. It is common and sometimes necessary to follow 

all of these steps. 

1. Sterilize cages & containers 

Because fungus and blights can cause major problems with tomatoes and 
peppers, we recommend gardeners sterilize tomato cages between sea-

sons. Fungus spores overwinter in soils, on structures and in containers. 

On cages and stakes, start with simply blasting them with a stream of wa-
ter that will remove debris. Then, we suggest spraying cages with a 10% 
bleach solution and allowing them to air dry. This will remove any overwin-

tering fungal spores. 

For containers, remove and compost used potting mix. Wash container 
with warm soapy water, rinse and allow to dry. Then dip (or spray) with 

10% bleach solution and rinse or allow to dry. Use new potting mix. 

There are also commercial sterilization products available for purchase. 

2. Crop Rotation 

Crop rotation is a systematic approach to deciding which crop to plant 
where in your vegetable garden from one year to the next. The goals of 
crop rotation are to help manage organic soil fertility and also to help avoid 

or reduce problems with soil-borne diseases and some insect pressure. 

The general rule of thumb for balancing out soil nutrients is to avoid plant-
ing the same general category of crop (root, legume, and leafy/fruiting) 
successively in the same place. It's best to follow nitrogen-fixing legumes 
such as peas or beans with nitrogen-loving leaf or fruiting crops such as 

lettuce or tomatoes.  

Make nightshades such as, tomatoes, peppers, potatoes and eggplant one 
rotation group. These plants are heavy feeders with many fungal enemies. 
Precede with cereal grain or grass, and follow with legumes. To proceed 
with grain or grass, use a cover crop in fall or in early spring. In fact, the 
grain cover crop can act as mulch. 

3. Take Control on Planting Day! 

The day you go out to the garden and plant is the most critical in terms 
of preventing disease and other problems. Those issues may seem far 
away on this warm day at the end of May but here’s your chance to 

take control. 

What to use at planting, how to use it and why. Use in the order stated. 

1. Espoma BioTone Starter Plus - starter plant food plus mycorrhizae, a 
must for every new plant. Incorporate in the bottom of the hole of every 

new plant. Keeps over winter if kept dry. 

2. Gypsum - water dissolvable calcium, use if you have had problems 
with blossom end rot. When growing in containers, incorporate 1 cup in 
the potting mix above and at root zone. When growing in the ground, 

incorporate 1/4 cup at the root zone. 

3. * Bonide Revitalize Biofungicide - A biofungicide/bactericide that 
controls blight, molds, rots and mildews, use as a preventative for 
blights. *New product to Drummers and under testing in 2018 
Drench roots at planting. Can also be used as soil drench after planting 
and foliar spray at any time before infection. We are hoping this product 
will be a good answer for gardeners who are finding little help with oth-

er controls or unable to use them. 

4. Mulch - Clean straw is the best. Otherwise consider using grass 
clippings that have not had contact with herbicides. Apply so there is no 

chance of soil splashing onto plants or foliage. 

5. Water - at the base of the plant to settle in your new plants 

6. Copper fungicide - a natural fungicide, use to prevent disease if you 
have had or expect fungal problems like blight. Spray on foliage after 
planting and again in 10 days. This can also be used to prevent the 
spread of blight when it is discovered. It will not cure damaged leaves 

but will prevent its spread to new foliage. 



All natural fertilizer with bacteria, humates and mycorrhizae.  

 Microbe enhanced all natural plant fertilizer 

 Includes both Endo & Ecto Mycorrhizae. 

 Grows larger root mass to help plants establish fast. 

 Promotes bigger blooms. 

 Reduces transplant loss. 

 Mycorrhizal fungi form a mutual relationship with the 
roots of most plant species.  

 Vegetables grown with this will be more vigorous and 
produce higher yields than vegetables grown without.  

This   product   is   a   broad-spectrum   preventative   biofungicide/ 
bactericide  for  control  or  suppression  of  fungal  and  bacterial  
plant diseases. The active ingredient of this product is a naturally  
occurring   strain   (D747)   of   the   beneficial   bacterium   Bacillus  
amyloliquefaciens.  This  product  also  colonizes  plant  root  hairs, 
preventing establishment of disease-causing fungi and bacteria 

 

Introduction of a biofungicide will not “cure” an already infected 
plant. When using biofungicides in the garden, they must be applied 
before the onset of disease development. Early application protects 
the roots against attacking fungi and encourages vigorous develop-
ment of root hairs. 

Espoma Bio-tone Espoma Gypsum Copper Fungicide Revitalize biofungicide Clean straw 

A well planted and mulched, left, tomato bed will help prevent your tomato patch looking like this (right) later in the summer. 

This system may seem like a lot of steps but properly done it becomes routine and the result is SO much more pleasant! 

Bonide Rot-Stop 

Blight Take steps at once to prevent the spread of fungal spores from leaf to leaf. The key is preventing its spread to new growth. This 

is when you can spray with Copper Fungicide every 10 days or use other fungicides like Bonide Fung-onil.  

3. Catching up when problems appear 

Blossom End Rot If you see this act quickly to save the rest of the fruit. What your plant needs is access to more calcium. 

Spray the plant with Bonide Rot-Stop which is liquid calcium. This works well. You can also side dress the plant, near the 

stem, with gypsum which will also dissolve as you water.  

Bonide Fung-onil 


